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Dwaraka to take care of the defenceless survivors He
was hailed by them as their deliverer, and taking them
with him he started on his return journey to Hastmapura
Reaching tke country of the five rivers ( he probably
took a circuitous route ) he was attacked by barbarians
armed with sticks only, their cupidity being aroused by
the beauty and wealth of the women he escorted The
Mahabharata relates that Arjuna's never-failing arrows
failed and he at that time even forgot the divine missiles
Although he fought bravely with his bow used as a stick,
the barbarians succeeded in carrying away many women
and some indeed went of their free will Such is the testi-
mony of the truth-loving Vyasa, who does not conceal
the fact and it is a fitting commentary on the custom of
keeping many women in the harem

The death of Shnknshna cut off the last tie which
bound the Pandavas to this world and Dharma observed
to Arjuna that Destiny bound all persons high or low
" Destiny Y Destiny I Destiny 1" cried Arjuna and the
word jvas echoed by Bhima, Nakula and Sahadeva The
five Pandavas now resolved to leave the world and
stftrt on Mahaprasthana The ancient Aryans of India,
usually ascetic in spirit, disdained to die a wretched
death at home When the business of life was over and
life was thought to be a burden, many courage-
ous Aryans made MahaprastLana or the great journey
It was a regular ceremony recognised by the Dharma-
shastras The Pandavas placed Pankshit on the
throne in HSstmapura and Vajra, Krishna's nephew, in
Indraprastha They asked Subhadra to remain behind
to take care of the two young princes thus installed,